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                        The Department of Communication Sciences and Disorders (CSD) offers an undergraduate
                           minor in CSD, an undergraduate Bachelor of Science (B.S.) in CSD, and a Master of
                           Science (M.S.) in CSD. We are currently home to 130 undergraduate and 65 graduate
                           students.

                        
                        In addition to superior classroom education, students receive hands-on training in
                           the Speech and Hearing Clinic, which serves approximately 75 clients a week and provides
                           a valuable health service to the community. Our students may also choose to get involved
                           in WCU's National Student Speech Language and Hearing Association (NSSLHA) chapter,
                           further augmenting their studies and understanding of the field.
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                        Discover more about our programs:

                        
                        Minor in Communication Sciences and Disorders 

                        
                        B.S. in Communication Sciences and Disorders

                        
                        MASTER OF SCIENCE IN COMMUNICATION SCIENCES AND DISORDERS

                        
                        
                        
                        
                        
                         

                        
                        Mission

                        
                        The fundamental role of WCU is to develop a community of scholarship in which students,
                           faculty members, administrators, and staff members learn and apply the products of
                           learning. The mission of the faculty, staff, and students of the Department of Communication
                           Sciences and Disorders is to engage jointly in the acquisition of knowledge, skills,
                           and dispositions to address communication and its disorders, exercise informed judgments,
                           and accept challenges calling for innovative clinical responses. In the execution
                           of this mission, we are committed to honoring the individual differences and needs
                           of culturally and linguistically diverse populations and growing in awareness, knowledge,
                           and experience to meet the challenges provided by ethical practices, changing populations,
                           and scope of practice demands.

                        
                        Accreditation

                        
                        The Master of Science (M.S.) program in Speech-Language Pathology {residential education
                           modality} at Western Carolina University is accredited by the Council on Academic
                           Accreditation in Audiology and Speech-Language Pathology (CAA) of the American Speech-Language-Hearing
                           Association, 2200 Research Boulevard #310, Rockville, MD 20850, 800.498.2071 or 301.296.5700.
                           
Learn More

                        
                        What's Happening in CSD

                        
                        	
                              
                              NEW IN 2023: COMPLETE YOUR PREREQUISITE COURSES ONLINE IN ONE YEAR! EMAIL DR. ODOM
                                    FOR DETAILS at kmodom@wcu.edu!

                              
	April 11th and 12th, 2024: The 30th Anniversary of the Cullowhee Conference on Communicative Disorders. Registration information and time-ordered agenda. Wolfram Handout One   Wolfram Handout Two
	Since the Summer of 2021, the Speech and Hearing Clinic at Western Carolina University
                              offered Camp LEAD: Language/Literacy Engagement and Development, funded by N.C. Rite Care. Camp LEAD is a 4-week summer program designed to support
                              speech, language, and literacy development of students with speech, language, hearing,
                              and/or reading impairments (including dyslexia).
	
                              
                               Western Carolina University is proud to host the ProjectINTERACT grant! This innovative
                                    1-year training opportunity provides Western Carolina graduate students in Communication
                                    Sciences & Disorders, Special Education, and Psychology the opportunity to learn about
                                    implementing interprofessional care models with students on the autism spectrum.

                              
                               Project INTERACT (INTERprofessional Autism Collaborative Training) is a 5-year, Department of Education funded Personnel Preparation grant designed
                                 to increase the number and quality of personnel serving children with high-intensity
                                 needs, specifically Autism and moderate to severe intellectual disabilities.

                              
	For students interested in promoting anti-racism and inclusion in speech-language
                              pathology and audiology, check out the DEI in CSD Committee. Contact Thales DeNardo
                              for more details at tdenardo@wcu.edu.
	Join in on a Spanish language learning group for Bilingual SLPs of all proficiencies!
                              Contact Claire Wofford for more details at mwofford@wcu.edu. 
	Congratulations Sam Hubbard, CSD undergradudate student, on your selection to travel to Thailand with Therapy Aboard this summer to share AAC with children and familes! We are so
                              proud of you, Sam!


                        
                        CSD Faculty

                        
                        The faculty members of the Communication Sciences and Disorders Department, many of
                           whom have been or still are professional clinicians, have a wealth of practical experience
                           and they’re excited to share their wisdom with you. They're also dedicated researchers
                           who conduct their studies in order to better understand communication sciences and
                           disorders and to expand knowledge in the field. They are dedicated to teaching and
                           training students at the undergraduate and graduate levels, preparing students for
                           the challenges that they will find in such careers as speech-language pathologists
                           and research scholars.

                        
                        

                        
                           
                                 Machelle Cathey
Clinic Director

                              Project Interact Grant Coordinator; Internal Placement Coordinator; Clinical Superivisor

                              mcathey@wcu.edu828.227.2147

                           

                           
                                 Kathryn Dorney
Clinical Supervisor

                              

                              kdorney@wcu.edu828.227.3279

                           

                           
                                 Thales De Nardo
Assistant Professor

                              

                              tdenardo@wcu.edu828.227.2425

                           

                           
                                 Kate Kelleher
Instructor

                              

                              kmkelleher@wcu.edu828.227.2826

                           

                           
                                 Leigh Odom
Associate Professor

                              Department Chair

                              kmodom@wcu.edu828.227.3834

                           

                           
                                 Bill Ogletree
Professor

                              

                              ogletree@wcu.edu828.227.3379

                           

                           
                                 Johanna Price
Associate Professor

                              

                              jprice@wcu.edu828.227.3795

                           

                           
                                 Tracie Rice
Professor of Practice, Audiologist

                              

                              trice@wcu.edu828.227.3378

                           

                           
                                 Amy Rose
Associate Professor

                              Associate Department Chair

                              ajrose@wcu.edu828.227.3289

                           

                           
                                 Laura Trivette
Clinical Supervisor

                              External Placement Coordinator

                              ltrivette@wcu.edu828.227.2409

                           

                           
                                 Claire Wofford
Assistant Professor

                              

                              mwofford@wcu.edu828.227.3376

                           

                           
                                 Sarah Young
Clinical Supervisor

                              

                              youngs@wcu.edu828.227.3291

                           

                        
                     
                  

                  
                     
                        
                        
                           Program Licensure


                           
                              
                                 
                                 
                                    	Learn more about the licensure requirements for this program


                                 

                                 

                           

                        

                        
                        
                           Applying to WCU


                           
                              
                                 
                                 
                                    	Applicants interested in prerequisite courses via distance education should consider
                                          applying as non-degree seeking undergraduate students.
	Undergraduate Admissions
	Graduate Admissions


                                 

                                 

                           

                        

                        
                        
                        
                           Project Interact: 

                           A $1.25M Grant for Autism-Related Training


                           
                              
                                 
                                 An Interprofessional Training opportunity for Graduate Students in CSD, Psychology,
                                    and Special Education! 
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                           Related links


                           
                              
                                 
                                 
                                    	Visit the WCU Speech and Hearing Clinic
	Stuttering Clinic
	CSD Newsletter
	CSD Program Handbook
	Student Outcome Data
	CSD Strategic Plan
	CSD Non-discrimination Policy
	American Speech-Language-Hearing Association
	NC Board of Examiners for SLP/A
	NC Speech-Hearing-Language Association
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                           Connect with Us


                           
                              
                                 
                                 
                                    	Like Us on Facebook
	Follow us on Instagram


                                 

                                 

                           

                        

                        
                        
                        
                           Contact Us


                           
                              
                                 
                                 Dr. Leigh Odom
CSD Department Head
158 Health & Human Science Building
Phone: 828.227.3834
kmodom@wcu.edu
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